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He frequently feared that he might be unable to accom-
plish his daily task, finish the book he had begun, or con-
clude the speech he was delivering. At one period, before
he could go to bed he had to satisfy a peculiar craving to
touch and retouch certain articles of furniture, open and
reopen certain drawers. Arithmomania pursued him: he
was for ever counting the gas-lamps in one or another street,
and the number of the houses. He long believed multiples
of three to be of good augury. . . .
Also found a long passage about authors' mistakes:
Merimee rewrote Colomba sixteen times before he sent it
to the press; nevertheless several slips have been found in
it. Flaubert devoted six years to Madame Bovary, and yet
pictured one of its characters paying another exactly eighty-
five francs in two-franc pieces.
This interests me in view of my recent discovery of a mistake
in Fielding's Jonathan Wild. My edition is the World's
Classics, published by the Oxford University Press. In
Book III, Chapter VI, paragraph 1, occurs this passage :
The Booty he met with was not very considerable, and
much less than that with which he acquainted Wild; for,
of eleven Pounds in Money, two Silver-watches, and a
Wedding-Ring, he produced no more than two Guineas and
the Ring, which he protested with numberless Oaths was
his whole Booty. However, when an Advertisement of the
Robbery was published, with a Reward promised for the
Ring and the Watches, Fireblood was obliged to confess the
whole. . . .
Instead of " and much less " Fielding obviously intended to
write " but much more."
In the Vizetelly I also found this :
It was at Flaubert's that Zola again met Edmond de
Goncourt, who was still mourning his brother, and feeling
so discouraged that he had hardly dared to take pen in
hand. With Zola and Goncourt came Flaubert's young
disciple, Guy de Maupassant, at that moment little more
than one-and-twenty, then Ivan Tourgeneff and Alphonse
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